demonstrated languagespecific patterns in the realization of coarticulation, suggesting that at least some aspects of coarticulation are part of the phonetic grammar. Furthermore, coarticulation has figured prominently in discussions of the role of communicative constraints in language. It has been argued that coaticulation is detrimental to segmental contrast, so there may be perceptually determined limits on coarticulation based on the system of contrast in a given language (Manuel 1990) . Despite these langauge-specific differences in coarticulation, though, the existence of coarticulation, whatever the details, seems to be ubiquitous cross-lingusitically. It is only careful description of coarticulatory patterns across languages that can reveal which aspects of coarticulatory patterning may be universal. This paper describes nasal coarticulation in Lakota, a Siouan language spoken in the northern plains of North America.
